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ONTARIO ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOL ENROLMENT PROJECTIONS 


Introduction 


Evaluation 


1974 TO 1983 


In September, 1973 the Planning and Research 
Branch of the Ministry of Education prepared a set of 
enrolment projections for elementary schools and 
secondary schools which covered a period of ten years 
from 1973 to 1982. Because enrolment projections 
are important considerations for management decisions, 
the projections prepared by the Ministry were sub- 
sequently published and distributed to educational 
officials, and on request, to other individuals and 
groups. The availability of more recent data, 
especially the actual enrolment for 1973, and the 
developments observed since the preparation of the 
projections have made it possible now to evaluate 
the validity of the assumptions used in that fore- 
cast. This has resulted in a revised set of pro- 


jections for a period of ten years from 1974 to 1983. 


Actual Enrolment and Projected Enrolment, 1973. 


The provincial total for students enrolled 
in elementary schools in September, 1973 was 
1,422,885. The projected enrolment for the year 
was 1,436,209. Although the projection was over- 
estimated by 13,324 students, the margin of error 


was guite within acceptable limits at 0.9 per cent. 


Public school enrolment decreased from 
1,022,935. in 1972 to 998,668 in September, 1973, 
a decrease of 24,267 or 2.4 per cent. The pro- 
jection was 1,008,523, a difference of about 
1 per cent. 


0 


Enrolment in Roman Catholic separate schools 
increased ton424;217.4n21973 from 429#166tan 1972 — 
ang increase sob 2;051vore0.. be pers cent.un thes projected 
enrolment of 427,686 was above the actual enrolment 


by 3,469. or 0.8 per: cent: 


Table 1 shows the actual and projected 
elementary school enrolments by grade or year for 
September, 1973. Analysis shows that variations in 
the actual enrolment pattern from the projections 
have occurred mainly in the junior kindergarten and 


Special Education classes. 


In September, 1973 there were 585,725 
students enrolled in the secondary schools. The 
projected enrolment was 596,548, an overestimate 
by 1.8 per cent. The percentage of error varies 
from 0.2 per cent for grade 9 or year 1 to 4.8 per 
cent for grade 13 or year 5. Table 1 shows the 
actual and projected secondary school enrolments 


by grade or year for 1973. 


Revised Projections, 1974 to 1983. 


The current projections are basically an 
update of those issued in September, 1973. Revisions 
have been made in junior kindergarten and grades 9 
and 10 (of Roman Catholic separate schools). Special 


Education has been combined with grade enrolments. 


Table 2 on page 8 is a projection of all 
enrolment in elementary and secondary schools by 
grade and/or year. Table 3 on page 9 shows the 
projection of enrolment in public elementary schools, 
and Table 4 on page 10is a projection of enrolment 
in Roman Catholic separate schools. Enrolment 
projections for the secondary schools, as shown in 
Table 2, have also been revised to reflect the 


reduced rates of annual increase observed in the 


last few years. 


Assumptions 


Packs 


The continuing decline in elementary school 
enrolment from year to year, felt acutely in the 
beginning grades, is due mainly to the decreased 
number of live births since 1960. The number of 
live births decreased from 159,245, or a birth rate 
of 26.1 per thousand population in 1960, to a low 
of 126,257 or a rate of 17.3 per, thousand, population 


‘in 1968. There were signs of recovery in 1969 and 


in 1970, when reported live births were 130,398 and 
134,724 respectively. However, the number of live 
births and the birth rates have been on the decline 
Since 1971. In 1973, the number of live births 
registered was 125,601 (preliminary) and the birth 
rate declined further to 15.8 per thousand popula- 


tion. 


The fact that the decline in the numbers 
and rates of live births persists, despite increases 
in the number of women of child-bearing ages anda 
continuing increase in the number of marriages from 
year to year, adds another dimension to the enrol- 
ment picture of the future. It is expected that 
the elementary school enrolment will continue to 
decline, accounting for a further reduction of 


approximately 126,000 students by the year 1983. 


There were 25,596 immigrants under 18 years 
of age who were reported to have arrived in Ontario 
in 1973. However, a good number of them had in fact 
already been in the country for some time and 
acquired their legal immigrant status during the 
year. In other words, the unusually large number 
of arrivals is not a reversed trend towards more 
admissions to Canada and Ontario. It is expected 
that in future years the immigrant arrivals will 
be based on available job opportunities and there- 


fore are likely to be much fewer than in the 1960s. 


lementary 


ay Aes 


An analysis was done of junior kindergarten 
enrolment within each county from 1971 to 1973. The 


Single age distribution from the 1971 census, un- 
corrected for deaths and migration, has been used to 
yield an accrued increase to the kindergarten enrol- 
ments for each board within each region. To allow 
for the rapid expansion which has characterized 
junior kindergarten enrolment in the central region, 
a special factor for growth has been applied to that 


region alone. 


Enrolments in grades 9 and 10 in the Roman 
Catholic separate schools have been revised in order 
to reflect the pattern that seems to be emerging from 
the actual enrolment observed in 1973. There is a 
trend towards all grade 9 students returning for 


grade 10 in Roman Catholic separate schools. 


It is assumed that the political, economic, 
and social conditions prevailing at present will not 
show marked changes over the period covered by the 
projection. In addition, no further change is 
assumed in government policy regarding private 
schools, compulsory school age, and the elementary 


and secondary education program in general. 


Methodology 


Grade 1 enrolment projections are based on 
observed relationships between grade 1 enrolment and 
the number of live births in Ontario six years 
earlier. These have been described in detail ina 
previous publication? on enrolment projections. In 
short, revisions have been made in enrolment fore- 
casts for junior kindergarten and grades 9 and 10. 
Special Education enrolment has been integrated with 
enrolments for grades 4 to 8 inclusive. Otherwise, 


the elementary forecast is similar to that published 


in, 1973. 


Secondary 


The secondary school enrolments are pro- 
jected by using the grade survival method reported 
in the publication” issued last year. The secondary 
enrolments and their grade components were examined 
for an eight-year period from September, 1966 to 
September, 1973 inclusive. During this period the 
net yearly increase has fallen from 37,071 students 
between 1967 and 1968 to a low of 2,712 between 
19Y72#and19737 


This decline in growth is contrary to the 
expected effect of high admissions arising from in- 
creases in the number of live births through the 
fifties and until 1960, and high migration rates 
from other provinces and from other countries. 
These demographic factors have been overshadowed 
by an increase in the number of retirements of 
senior students from secondary schools in recent 
years. Secondary education is also faced with a 
declining number of admissions chiefly because of 
the decrease in the number of live births since 
1960. Reduction in secondary enrolment appears 


inevitable. 


Conclusions 


In September, 1973 there were 1,422,885 
students enrolled in the elementary schools of 
Ontario. By 1983 it is expected that this enrolment 
Wiel not, account: ftorsmore thane 12960942 aglne 
enrolment in the secondary schools in 1973 was 
585,725. A peak in enrolment is expected in 1975, 
three years earlier than had been previously anti- 
Ccipated, reaching a high ofe586, 49571 Lo75. 


Thereafter, a decline that begins in 1976 
will bring the secondary school enrolment to 479,507 
by 1983. However, since the secondary school enrol- 
ment is expected to reach a plateau beginning in 
1974, even a slight error within an acceptable limit 
of one per cent could hasten or delay the turning 


point in enrolment. 


nie Elementary and Secondary School Enrolment 


Projections, / 1973 — 1982, Ministry of Education. 
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